readers’ letters

Mailship was the subject of
early Marconi wireless demonstration

sir,
e along the shelves of the staff
library will often reveal books on maritime
frican subjects which _yield
informationabout one of the shipping
companics within the group. Recently 1
discovered a book about the development
of witles at sea which contained the fol-
lowing acct
‘Apparenty, John Brinton “a director of
the Donald Currie Line” attended an carly
demensraton o wireles at the offics
e Marconi Company. This so impressed
o it he ot Hon ot company’s
vesels ol be sepored t0 in when
ing a Marconi station. Thus it was that
Coribrook Casle, on her maiden vovages
was signalled from the Alum Bay station and
a wireless message was then sent from there
to Bournemouth which in turn was tele-
graphed to Brinton by land line. The
message read “Steamship Caricbrook Castle,
Donald Curric Linc, outward bound p
the Needles at five minutes past six” and it
is said that Brinton was so delighted that he
offered to help the Marconi Company in
any way he could.
Carirook Gasle was 8 mail_ swcamer
built in 1898 for the Castle Line which was
managed by Donald Curric and Company.

Although she was one of the first vessels to
be associated with an carly wireless demon-
stration it was not until 1910 that the Union
Castle

to provide its vessels with
ireless, the first being Balmoral Casile. At

time wirelesssttons weze being bollt
along the South Africas and by the
nd of 1911 all mail vesels were equipped
with Marconi apparatus.

In his book “The White Whirlwind”,
T.V. Bulpin describes the visit to London
of the well known frontiersman Johan
Colenbrander who was cscoting cnvoys

m the Matabele King, Lobengul
Quccn Victoria. They returned from Ply-
cesh i Grimally Ganle 2t the eud of
their journey at
precs g bptcg collsgue
who was travelling out the following week.
The story of plot and double cross is well
1o1d and nced not concern us here but
Bulpin does
mail vesel following Grantuls Casle P
Cape. T imagine it would have been a Union
Line ship and 1 am wondering whether any
of your readers can supply the answer.

G. R. WISEMAN,
Greenly House,

Below: an old print shows B&Cs Canute Road office as it was in 1852. See lette in column

Tince. Bictue: Southampion Publc Lipraries.
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Family met again
after 35iyears

sir,
T am writing in appreciation of the post-
ertement tipto Durban and back,reently
ted m

The verage—soutbound in Windior
Gasl, securning i Pondowis Case—yas
mostselaxing and geaty cnoyed. My wife
2nd 1 made many frie
“Th hiday was enhanced by the reunion

other for 15 year
‘A excllent itinerary had been prepased
for out visit,which included a e through

ame seserve and a 3000 mil our

E.H. G. WEST,
60 Granby Grove,
Highfield,
Southampton.

Canute Road
history continued

sir,
When my notes on the origins of South-

were most helpful and allowed me
gra

ay
ected later to cable the ustoms to
ool
existed in_the
building, I believe at
demolished.
To the right of the building the scene is
Geor.

et 25,

{ed when the cty's spa was

2 the height of s fame,the view acrossthe
wide Test must have been s

AT weNT,

Graystoke, Saxon Rd.,

Freemantle, Southampton.




